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DR KARL O’CALLAGHAN — RETIREMENT 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.10 am]: Next week, Western Australia’s 
Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan, retires, and I wish to recognise his service to our state. 
Dr O’Callaghan has been Western Australia’s police commissioner since 2004, making him the longest serving, 
postwar police chief. Following his initial appointment, on my recommendation to then Premier Dr Geoff Gallop, 
MLA, and cabinet, he has been reappointed by governments of both persuasions, a testament to him and the job 
he has done. 
Commissioner O’Callaghan describes himself as an “accidental police officer”, but that is a story best told by him. 
Nonetheless, he joined WA Police as a cadet in 1974, entered the police academy in 1975, and graduated as dux 
of his squad. Among various postings, he served in police communications; the Port Hedland Police Station; the 
accident inquiry section; Perth; Manjimup traffic and general duties; community education; and the police 
academy. In 1996, Dr O’Callaghan was promoted to superintendent and held leadership roles in the wheatbelt and 
south-east metropolitan districts. Appointed to assistant commissioner in 2001, he led WA Police’s strategic plan, 
annual business planning process and legislative branch. Later key roles included acting executive director and 
deputy commissioner (standards and reform), which included oversight of implementation of the Kennedy royal 
commission recommendations. 
Commissioner O’Callaghan has always been passionate about education, completing a PhD and Bachelor of Arts 
from Curtin University of Technology, contributing as an Adjunct Associate Professor at the Sellenger Centre for 
police research at Edith Cowan University and completing a Churchill Fellowship in 1997. 
Commissioner O’Callaghan is also a committed advocate for a range of causes. In 2010 he created Bright Blue, 
the Police Commissioner’s Fund for Sick Kids, raising more than $1 million to provide support to children with 
foetal alcohol spectrum disorder, for neuroblastoma research and for plastic surgery for children in Mongolia who 
have suffered burns disfigurement. His passion for music and Dr Who are also well known. 
Among many awards he has received, including the Australian Police Medal, in 2017 Dr O’Callaghan was awarded 
the Australia Day WA Community Citizen of the Year Award. His time as a police officer and Commissioner of 
Police has been characterised by his commitment to WA Police and the WA community. Commissioner 
O’Callaghan has served Western Australia with distinction, and implemented significant change within 
WA Police. I am confident that all members of this place will wish to thank Dr O’Callaghan for his outstanding 
service to the state of Western Australia, and to thank his wife, Christine, for her support. On behalf of our 
government and the Parliament, I say thank you to Dr and Mrs O’Callaghan and wish them well for the future. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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